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PREFACE.

IT is necessary to say a few words about the author and his
works in presenting to the public this treatise. Pandit Can-
desdvara Thakkura’s works of the  Ratnakara  ( T@T®< ) series
are (1) Krtya Ratnakara ( ®@<ATaT ), the present publication,
(2) Grhastha Ratnakara (&s®tam<), (3) Dina Ratnakara
(geaTac), (4) Pija Ratnakara (gswamc), (5) Suddhi
Ratnakara (Wfew@®< ), and (8) Vivada Ratnakara (faare-
T@&T ). Another treatise, Vyavahara Ratnakara, is also men-
tioned to be seventh of the series. The manuscripts of the
second to the fourth of the series are also now being collect-
ed and collated by me for publication, in due course, if pos-
sible, under the patronage of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.

Candesvara Thakkura was a Maithili (Wfefe) Brah-
mana and flourished during the period of the Karnata dynasty
of Mithila. Tt appears from his introductory remarks in thg
treatise that his grandfather Devaditya ( aifem ), was
minister to Hara Singha Deva (w¥<f§%27).! King of Mithila
(fafeer), and his father Biresvara Thakkura (:T=Tegy)
also held the same position. He succeeded his father and
was Sandhi Bigrahik ( g1fa-faufes ), a joint post of minister
of peace and war. The duties of this high position required
the combination of erudite scholarship, knowledge of the
tactics of war, valour and administrative qualities. He
conducted successfully an expedition to Nepal and established
there the supremacy of Hara Singha Deva referred to later
on in this preface. He was the first Brahmana from an out-
side territory who touched and worshipped the celebrated
Deity ¢ Pasupatinatha’ (wwufesr®) of Nepal. He made a
gift of many villages to Brahmanas and also had a very large
tank excavated in Abhirampura ( HMTHYT).

: | Some say Hari Singha Deva ( TXfd¥29 ), but in several manu-
seripts Hara Singha Deva ¢ ¥Uf@%29 ), is mentioned.
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To getermine the age of his existence, we find that he
flourished long before Raghunandana Bhattacarya, the great
Bengali scholar, who flourished in the latter half of the
sixteenth century and who has quoted the Ratnakara series
freely as authority in several of his compilations; and the
following are some of the instances :—
Suddhi Ratnikara (wfewasc)—In Mumursumrta
Krtya of Suddhi-tattva
( gev=aE of wigww ).

Grhastha Ratnakara (wsm&™< )—In Samanya Kanda of
Udbaha-tattva ( gTaTy-
&TE of SgTHaw ).

Paja  Ratnakara ( g@<@&< )—In Deva Pija Prakarana
of Ahnika-tattva (33-
gwTECw of wiiEwa™).

Ratnakara generally (<T@t )—In Gangd Mabatmya of
Prayadchitta- tattava
(wraTRTRE of sTafgwa).

Krtya Ratnakara (&@@Ea<)—In  Naga-paficami  of
Tithi-tattva (@awrag«y of ,
fafgmnw ).

In all cases Raghunandana has shown a great appreciation of
the Ratnakara series as authoritative texts.

In regard to internal evidences concerning his age,
the following Sloka occurs at the end of his treatise Vivada
Ratnakara (Tgargw@ia<), which has been published in the
Bibliotheca Indica of the Asiatic Society of Bengal :—

TETETTS: 9w
gl yaguy avwar feT |
wfka glemgeomar gfi
ffircfamyuarg e dwar: |
This shows that the author was in Nepal in 1236 Saka or
about six centuries ago, when he performed the religious rite .

of . (gergwwxr) making gifts weighing equal to one’s own
body, on the banks of the river Bagmati«{ ey ). Candesvara



PREFACE. vii

Thakkura (9@%¥(egT) has also referred to Pandit"Halayudha
(¥=rgy ) of Laksana Sen’s (@wwd@a ) court and to the Dana
sagara (grwE@T) of Ballala Sena (awr@®« ) in his treatises
and these references establish the fact that he flourished after
them. I may also incidentally mention in this connection that
in one of the four manuscripts which has been used for this
edition and which belongs to the Government collection in the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, it is stated that the manuscript copy
was written in (¥ ¥ ) Lakhana Sambat 392, or more than four
hundred years ago.

As regards other corroborative sources concerning the
age of the author, Nanyiipa or Nanyadeva (@@ or e )
is said to be the head of the Karnataka family of Nepal and
the founder of the Simraol dynasty of Mithila. He flourished
about 1097 A.D., and his descendants were Gangideva,
Nrsingha, Ramasingha, Saktisingha, Bhipalasingha and
Harisingha,! whose age was at about 1324 A.D., as would
appear from the following circumstance Gyasuddin Tugluk, °
Emperor of Delhi, when returning with an army after an_
expedition to Bengal about 1324 A.D., was met on the way
by Raja Hari Singha Deva of Simraol and defeated him.
Hari Singha Deva escaped to Nepal and founded a kingdom
there. (Professor Cecil Bendall’s < History of Nepal and Sur-
rounding Kingdoms,” published in the Journal of the A.S.B.,
Vol. LXXII, Part I, page 14.) Candesvara was minister of
Hari Singha Deva and it appears from the above that he
flourished about 600 years ago or about 240 years before
Raghunandana, the age of whose works has been deter-
mined to be after 1560 A.D. I am indebted to my friend
Pandit Binod Bebari Bidyabinod of the Archeeological Depart-
ment of the Government of India, for the historical facts re-
ferred to above. °

Vidyapati is said to be a descendant in the third generation
from Candesvara's uncle.

It is of interest to quote here the following two Slokas which

1 Duff’s ¢hronology of India, page 134.
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form the cencluding portion of the introduction to Krtya
Ratnﬁ,karaf .
| e wwEE w9 aREt [AEE YT
aree: wifcste aifeefe g gudmadifegs: |
Tag@wa Glafmmiaa a3 &= wgg
frramfarag sy saEEas |
Fferm fafeefy wafa wwyg
FITawalT FAC H |
¥ F anaiy wge i
Wy g=ay fafaats aa9dw )

In these two slokas ( =% ), he refers to the old and authorita-
tive important compilations Kamadhenu (#t@9q ), Kalpataru
( ®wrae ), and Parijata (wifisme ), and felicitously expresses that
in Krtya Ratnakara (=@@<@ra<), he supplements whatever is
wanting and whatever is not elaborately expounded in the
above compilations. The composition of the §lokas also shows
~ the poetical qualities of the author,
_ There are twenty-two chapters ( <¥ ) in the present work
as noted by the author in the introduction. The first chapter
relates to the theory of religion ( wafaeww), the second to
definitions ( 4fwrer), the third to the description of the months
( mraufcfafa ), the fourth to fifteenth to the duties and rites to
be performed during each of the twelve months, the sixteenth to
Malamasa (w@@TH ), the seventeenth to miscellaneous subjects
( TRYTATEF ), the eighteenth to rites and ceremonies of the several
week days ( arcfafyais ) and to religious vows ( Fafafyacs ), the
nineteenth and twentieth to the sun’s passage from one sign to
another (<fygmmfw ), the twenty-first to the new moon
( srwra®T ), and the twenty-second to eclipses (w¥w). It would
appear from the above that there are three distinct divisions in
the work. The first part deals with the theoriés of religion and
definitions and runs up to first eighty pages; the second part
in thirteen chapters delineates the religious rites of the twelve
months of the year and covers pages 81 to 560 ; and the third
part in seven chapters running from pages 561 to 640, deals
with the new moon, eclipses, etc. In théchapter on the theory
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of religion ( wRifsreww a<¥ ), the author, in foursections, namely
@Y, %, fafaw. and gficary, handles his subject most eruditely,
and the different phases are discussed there in a new light
which does not appear in many of the authoritative compila-
tions on the subject. In the twelve chapters dealing with the
months of the year, details are given of all the rites and cere-
monies prescribed by Smrti (®fq) and the Purinas ( gTra) in a
very instructive and useful way. Special mention may be
made of the section dealing with @gwgw# (baving a sight of
the bird Khanjana) in the chapter relating to the month of
Advina (9P ), where the subject is dealt with in such a
comprehensive way as is not found in any other compilation.

Four manuscripts of the Krtya Ratnakara, indicated as
A, B, C, and D in the foot-notes, have been collated for the
present edition. The first, indicated as A, belongs to the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, the second, B, to the Darbhanga
Library, the third, C, to the Government Collection in the
Asiatic Society of Bengal and the fourth, D, to the Library of
the India Office in London. There are very few copying errors
in the manuscripts marked C and D, the former, marked C, is
especially reliable and concludes with the date. in the Nepalese
era, of the completion of the writing. I am indebted to the
Asiatic Society of Bengal for kindly obtaining on loan the copy
marked D from the India Office and also to Babu Ashutosh
Chatterji, District Judge of Laheria Serai for the manuscript
marked B.

For centuries there have been divergences of opinion ve-
garding the interpretation of religious texts between the
Maithili ( #fafig) and the Gour (g ) Pandit Samaj. Evidence
of this is shown in many Gauria and Maithili religious text
books and compilations, where one or other of the views is
deprecated. There are instances also in which the Gauria
Pandit corroborates his own views of the text by quoting the
Maithili Pandit and vice vers@. In Krtya Ratnakara also such
. instances ocour and in many cases the author corroborates his
views by quoting from Gauria texts. .

It will be of intersst to note a few salient poinis of differ-
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ence in opiplon between Candesvara and Raghunandana, as
the latter is looked upon as the sole authority in religious and
social matters by the Hindus of Bengal.

Raghunandana says:

(1) On the Dasahara (¥W-
<11) day, bathing is efficacious
in the Ganges only.

(2) On the Magha Trayo-
dasi (wETTgRRY ) day, any one
having male issue should per-
form the Sraddha without
boiled rice offerings ( faw ).

(3) Jayanti Yoga {srea-
%1t ) oceurs at midnight of the
eighth day after the new moon
(w=qredY) in the month of
Bhadra (wrg) if Robini Yoga
( TfemtEw ) exists at the time.

Candesvara says:

(1) On the Dadahara day,
bathing is efficacious in any
river.

(2) Any one having male
issue should perform the
Sraddha without boiled rice
offerings (few) in Magha
Sraddhas (wemng ) only. In
the case of Magha Trayodasi
Sraddha (war=ERR=E), boiled
rice offerings ( faw ) should be
given by all.

(3) Jayanti Yoga occurs at
any time of the eighth day
after the new moon in the
month of Bhadra if Rohini
Yoga exists.

A comprehensive index has been added for easy reference.

The names of the Samhita ( gfgar ), Purana (g¥tw ), and Smrti
compilations ( @fafaam ) and also of the authors and the Rsis
(=t ) quoted by Candesvara have been added in the index.

In conclusion T have to express my grateful acknowledg-
ments to the Asiatic Society of Bengal for the kind permission
accorded to me to edit this rare and valuable manuseript and
also to Mr. Johan van Manen, General Secretary to the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, for the encouragement and advice he freely
bestowed.

KAMALA KRISHNA SMRITITIRTHA.
BHATPARA,

DrsTRIOT 24-PARGHANAS.
20th November, 1924.
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